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tacking the queen. Morphy won quickly with
the following combination:

25 Z\xb6+ axb6 26 Ec7+! 2d8

“If the King takes the rook, there follows
27 Wxb6+ &c8 28 Hcl1+ We3 29 Exc3+
&d7 30 Wc7 mate” - Maroczy, although
Morphy would almost certainly have mated
one move faster with 27 Wxb6+ &c8 28
Wb8+ &d7 29 Hb7
27 Wxb6 Wxf2+ 28 Wxf2 Hxf2 29 Xa7
h3+ 30 gxh3 &c8 31 £f2 “and wins.”

Maroczy sums up the life of Morphy
thus: “In the field of science he might per-
haps have found intellectual treasures,
truths; instead, he dug for himself an early
grave. His brief, glorious appearance, conse-
quently, assumes the character of an eter-
nally glowing jewel.”

It's surprising that it has
taken over 100 years to
make this book available in
English, so well done to Bob
Sherwood and Caissa Edi-
tions for amending history’s
oversight
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How can a chess book
containing virtually no chess
at all be one of the best chess
books of 2012? One word
makes it clear — Fischer.

With a wealth of books
already available on the
highly ~controversial 10th
World Champion, what does
Helgi Olafsson bring to the
table? Having spent “count-
less hours together” be-
tween 2005 and 2008, the
author and Fischer “made
trips, went to restaurants,
watched movies, played
games, spoke on the phone
almost every day, had fun

and quarrelled.” In short, their shared ex-
periences allow numerous original Fischer
stories to appear in print for the first time,
offering a unique perspective on the trou-
bled genius.

Following some scene-setting material
on the 1972 Reykjavik match and its after-
math — leading up to the bizarre arrest of
Fischer in Tokyo, 2004 - the real story, that
of Fischer’s time in Iceland from 2005 until
the end of his life, explodes into action in
Chapter Seven

Readers may have seen the footage of
Fischer apparently snubbing everyone in the
Reykjavik welcoming committee as he dashed
from plane to car in record time. According to
the book, the real reason was the interven-
tion of Channel 2’s anchor man Pall Magnus-
son who “showed an incredible and simply
unbelievable lack of judgment” when he
“managed to block all access for the assem-
bled international media.” Things didn't get
any more normal or less frustrating for
Fischer’s helpers as it quickly became clear
that even the simplest of tasks could escalate
to epic proportions. For instance, organising a
lunch with Boris Spassky turned into an exer-
cise in pure paranoia. By some miracle, it
actually came to fruition, but Fischer re-
mained in character and refused a request
from Spassky’s wife to take a single photo-
graph of the friends and rivals together.

Nevertheless, Fischer was happy, on oc-
casion, to meet people. Olafsson gives good
detail on the meeting with Anand (even he
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was refused permission to take a photo).
Later, unlikely as it may seem, Fischer met
both Bjork and Patti Smith.

“| am only interested in money, women
and the Jewish conspiracy” he told the au-
thor. The latter was, of course, the absolute
centre of all of his most controversial as-
pects. When asked, “Don’t you ever get
tired of fighting the Jews?” he simply re-
plied, “Well, someone has to doit.”

This is by no means a definitive biogra-
phy. It is a personal memoir by one man
based on the effect Fischer had on his life
and it represents just a small piece of an
enormous jigsaw we shall never see com-
pleted. Yet it is an important piece of the
overall picture because it provides a unique
insight into the last few years of Fischer’s
life, providing ample anecdotal evidence of
his state of mind at that time.

The book has its faults; diligent readers
may spot a number of typos and some of
the material is surplus to requirement. For
example, I'm not so sure the author’s recol-
lections of trips to the cinema back in 1972
added anything. Occasionally the non-
Fischer anecdotes limbered up to give the
impression they would have some sort of
relevance later on, but that didnt prove to
be the case. The latter chapters aren't as
gripping as the core of the book. It's almost
as if the author had run out of energy to
deal with his subject, but this may be merely
mirroring real-life events.

Al in all, Fischer fans will find much of
interest here.




